


Minutes of the Prees Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 20 April 2026 at 7 pm in Prees Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs Mrs S Short, Mrs J Catterall, Mrs B Finch, Mrs L Baer, Mrs S Jones, Mrs J Platt, J Allen, Dr J Redgate, D Pritchard and T Nield.  Also present were Mrs K Sieloff clerk to the PC and 8 members of the Public.
049/26  Public Session
A member of the local branch of the Royal British Legion attended to ask the PC to meet the costs (estimated to be a maximum of £70) of refreshing the planting at the War Memorial, which is owned by the PC.  Cllr Mrs Short expressed her thanks to the group who do such a great job of maintaining the War Memorial in an immaculate state and said she was sure the PC would look favourably on the request but it would have to be formally considered at the next Meeting.
Two residents from Higher Heath attended to register their distress at the state of the playing-field there caused by dog excrement left by inconsiderate owners.  They asked that dogs be prohibited from the play area.
Land-owners in Lower Heath whose land is crossed by Footpath 26 attended to explain why they are hoping to get the path closed.  In their opinion it has not been used for many years and they feel this supports their claim that it is not a necessary route, especially as Footpath 27 runs in parallel.  They spoke of the concerns they had about their properties’ and their families’ security and safety if the path were re-opened. The proprietor of Mick’s Mill had written to say that the presence of the path was of no advantage to his business.  All the land-owners accepted that they had known of the presence of the footpath when they purchased their properties but because the path had been long unused they had assumed it would remain so.  
Cllr Mrs Short read out the report received from the SC Footpath officer who is involved in the case and explained that the matter would be considered by the PC a little later in the meeting.
050/26  Apologies.  
Received from Cllrs Mrs A Allen, Ms N Young and M Myles-Hook. 
051/26  For Members to disclose Pecuniary/Non-Pecuniary interests in items on this agenda. 
None were declared.
052/26  Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on March 16 2026 (previously circulated.)
These were agreed to be an accurate record.  Cllr Mrs J Catterall proposed that they should be signed and this was seconded by Cllr T Nield.  All were in favour and the Minutes were duly signed.
053/26  Actions arising from the Minutes (which are not included on the Agenda.)
None.
054/26  Community Policing Matters. 
No officer available, but clerk had received the April edition of On the Beat and had also circulated news from Neighbourhood Matters as received.
055/26  Shropshire Council Report.  (Previously circulated.)
Shropshire Cllr Malcolm Myles-Hook was not at the meeting but was on holiday following his retirement from his ‘day-job’.  He had sent his customary monthly report to the PC and also an Annual one.  Both are available in their entirety on the PC website.
056/26  Planning Matters
Current planning applications for consultation
AMENDMENTS TO 25/03992/OUT: Land South of Mansfield Cottage, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire.  Outline application (all matters reserved) for the erection of 2 dwellings (change in description.)  Applicants: Mr and Mrs Gary and Rebecca Cleary.
The PC resolved to support this amended Application.  Proposed by Cllr J Allen and seconded by Cllr Mrs L Baer.  All were in favour.
26/01154/VAR: Amadeus House, 1 Sylvan Close, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire.  Variation of Condition No. 2 attached to permission 25/03288/FUL dated 27 January 2026
Applicant: Mrs Jess Parkes.
The Parish Council resolved to support this Application.  Proposed by Cllr J Allen and seconded by Cllr Mrs J Catterall.  All were in favour.
Other planning matters
The PC noted the following planning application which had been received For Information Only and not for consultation:
26/01354/CPL: Application for Lawful Development Certificate for proposed single-storey side extension.  Church Farm Bungalow, Fauls, Whitchurch, Shropshire SY13 2AU.  Applicant: Mrs June Irvine-List.
Planning decisions received from Shropshire Council. 
25/03889/FUL: Land North Of Prees Fire Station, Brades Road, Prees, Shropshire
Proposal:  Construction of a single self-build dwelling.  Decision:  Grant Permission
26/00746/FUL: Sewage Treatment Works, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  Installation of 2no. kiosks within the existing operational site.  
Decision:  Grant Permission
057/26  Parish and Parish Council Matters.
PC to consider information presented by land-owners impacted by Footpath 26.
After discussion the Parish Council resolved to advise the land-owners to continue to pursue the legitimate process for applying for the closure of the footpath.  This was proposed by Cllr Mrs B Finch and seconded by Cllr Dr J Redgate.  All in favour with one abstention.
Hazardous parking at War Memorial.  
Cllr Mrs S Short reported that she has had further contact with the Diocese who are continuing the search in their archives to determine if the War Memorial stands on Glebe land.  Cllr Mrs Short has consulted a solicitor who is formulating a document which could be put to the affected land-owners to agree shared responsibility for managing the parcel of land.  Cllr Mrs Short hopes that it will be possible to have a meeting with all those involved around mid-May.  
Playground matters. 
· Clerk reported quote of £9,250 received for safety surface (rubber mulch) under the Space Net at Higher Heath.  She was asked to research alternatives.
· Following discussion, the PC resolved to continue their contract with Playsafety Ltd for the Annual RoSPA Safety inspection at a cost of £326.40 per year and in addition to have Sovereign do two maintenance inspections at a cost of £399 per site for five years cover. This was proposed by Cllr Mrs B Finch and seconded by Cllr Mrs L Baer.  All were in favour.
· Clerk was authorised to accept quote of £70.00 received for cleaning of toddlers’ play equipment at Higher Heath playground.  Proposed by Cllr Mrs J Platt and seconded by Cllr Mrs L Baer.  All were in favour.
· Dog excrement signage received for HH playing field.  Clerk was authorised to buy two more of the signs at a cost of £23.26 each and to arrange for their installation.
Update on outstanding matters pertaining to Community-led residential development 
on Whitchurch Road. 
· Clerk reported that the PC has not yet received the £81,000 for which it has invoiced Wrekin Housing as invited.
· Cllr D Pritchard is concerned that the seal at the point where the new tarmac lane meets Whitchurch Road in his opinion is not robust enough.  Cllr Mrs S Short to speak to the land-owner about this.
IT matters
· The parish cllrs were invited to take a look at the improvements made to the PC website and suggest any further enhancements.
· PC website and email migration to gov.uk domain.  Clerk awaits confirmation from the PC’s website provider that it is able to accommodate a link from the proposed gov.uk address.  All parish cllrs will be provided with a gov.uk email address for PC use.
Review of Risk Assessment. 
Working-group report.  Cllrs Mrs J Platt and Mrs A Allen had met with the clerk.  The document was agreed to be largely fit for purpose, with the following additions 
1. Requirement to start every meeting with a reminder of the process to be followed in the event of an emergency in the Hall
2. The hazard of dog excrement in the playgrounds to be added and the precautions taken to guard against harm
3. Potential contractors/suppliers names not to be revealed to cllrs during selection process.
· Clerk requires authorisation to continue the PC’s contract with SC Joint Energy Scheme.  That the contract should be renewed for another year at a cost of £185.66 per month was proposed by Cllr Mrs S Jones and seconded by Cllr Mrs L Baer.  All were in favour.
· The clerk reported that the PC’s current insurers Zurich were offering a long-term contract for three years at a cost of £1520.96 per year.  Cllr J Allen proposed that the offer should be accepted and this was seconded by Cllr Mrs B Finch.  All were in favour.
· Cllr Mrs J Platt reported on the first part of a course attended – Communicating with your Community.  Cllr Mrs Platt to meet with the Chair and the clerk to hear more of the detail.
· Review of PC documents due in May. It was agreed that the clerk would send out documents to pairs of cllrs, with the intention that they could collaborate on reviewing them and report back at the May meeting. 
058/26  SALC news.
Cllr Mrs J Catterall had attended the  North Shropshire Area Committee held March 17th 2026 and reported briefly.
059/26  Accounting matters
· The Budget working party had met to review funds.  
Bank balances at 31 March 2026 totalled £70,392.72.  £32,000 of this is Neighbourhood Fund.  Funding of £81,000 is expected from SC for Whitchurch Road development.  
Precept payment of £36,944.10 is expected in April 2026.
A revised list of Allocated Reserves was suggested (Elections: £5,000, Public Consultation: £1,000, War Memorial: £500, Wrafton Terrace £350.00.  Total: £6,850.)  Approval of this was proposed by Cllr Mrs B Finch and seconded by Cllr Mrs L Baer.  All in favour.
· Cllr Mrs J Platt was authorised (partly-retrospectively) to attend training on Communicating with your Community (Part One already attended, Part Two to follow on 5 May) at the PC’s expense.  Proposed by Cllr Mrs J Catterall and seconded by Cllr Mrs S Jones.  All in favour.
· Accounts for Payment April 2026 had been circulated previously.  It was proposed by Cllr Mrs J Catterall that the following accounts should be paid and this was seconded by Cllr Mrs L Baer.  All in favour.
                                                                                                                         £
K D Sieloff clerk’s salary April 2026                                                                 506.49
HMRC PAYE                                                                                                     126.60                                                                                 
KD Sieloff clerk’s expenditure (11.3.26-14.4.26)                                                41.97                                             
Pimlotts Ground Maintenance Ltd: (lengthsman March)                                   320.00                                                                           
Pimlotts Ground Maintenance Ltd (playgrounds maintenance)                         212.00.
SALC.  (ALC affiliation fees 1.4.26-31.3.27)                                                  1638.09
Prees Village Hall hire (19/1, 16/2,16/3 and 20/4/2026)                                    100.00
J S Ridgway & Sons  (brash-cutting at HH playing-field)                                 144.00                                                                                     
                                                                                                              Total   3,089.15
Clerk’s expenditure 11.3.26-14.4.26
BT line rental contribution April 2026: £ 12.50. 
Stamps:3 x second class stamps @ 87p = £2.61
Trip to noticeboards for March Agenda: 8 miles @ 45ppm = £3.60.
Dog poo sign £23.26. 
Total=£41.97

060/26   Housekeeping. 
· Clerk to report potholes outside playing-field on Manorhouse Lane.
· Clerk to register PC’s concerns with SC about the way the diversions from the A41 were arranged.  
· Gutters along Whitchurch Road need clearing as vegetation is growing in the deposits.  Pimlotts to be asked if they can help with this.
· Graffiti under the bridge on Church Street is being dealt with by Pimlotts.
061/26  Facebook.  
Dog issues at playgrounds.
062/26  Correspondence.
Information received about the Environmental Maintenance Grant.  Closure for applications is end of May 2026.  Agenda item May.
063/26  Items for next Agenda
The clerk reminded the Parish Cllrs that in May there would be two meetings hosted by the PC on the same evening, the Annual Parish Council Meeting followed by the Annual Parish Meeting.  She would circulate explanatory information.

The meeting was closed at 9.20 pm.






Signed…………………………………………………..   Dated………………………………………
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